‘ 
. 
- 
i 


4 


The humbie Petition of many godly true-hearted Proteftants, whofe names are hereafter mentioned, 
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crs ite Swledging with all chan how it hath pleated God to move your hearts to endeavonr the expel- 
| and cefiveying of fin, Satan, Antichriftand errour, and inftead of them toreceive, imbrace, retaine and cherifh knowledge. taithlove 
obedienee, that. fetinig every one ought tobe fatty perfwaded in his own mindé, without which hecan dommmabing of fain, and to ties 
der fin, do humdi y intreat you, that lecing many are even almoft unfetled, by reafon chat although indeed our faithfull Minifters cry out daily 
inft Browntlt >and Anabaptifts for their judgment, yet will not difpute the cafe with them , pretending they are not worthy their difpute : To 
BBich they aniwer itis becavfethey know they cannot make good their owne praiétce from the Word of God, nor can prove their Church, their. 
Mepniftery, their Biprifm nor their Sabbath to be infticuted by God,or owned by Chrift and his Apoftles.Of which number if there were onely a 
Bey ignorant profane perfons, it would not much move us, but that which almoft aftonifheth us to think is, that fome of them whomwe looked on 
Mahe molt eminent Proceftants, moft con{cionable frequenters ot our Churches, ftricteft keepers of the Sabbaths, and moft ftri@ in lite and con- 
Bee{arion, have very lately departed our Churches, and feparated from us, who in former times in the want of fuich powerfull preaching as we by | 
Bicgood hand of providence by order of this honourable Affembly have injoyed now of late in feafon, and out of {eafon, whereof they aforefaid 
Being diligent frequenters, have now very lately departed from us, as though the faithfull powerfull manifeftations of the truths of God were a 
BRR means to caute feparation from om Churches, who upon our earneft defiring them to returne to our Churches from their errours, have feem a 
to pitie us, and praife God for giving them light into thofc truths, whereof they were very long ignorant, yet at laftto fee and underftand’ his 
May, thatthey might practice the fame, and walke therein, and tell us, that if the Lord love us, he will thew us the fame truth, whereof they being 
BBbwvinced, dare not but praétice. Now feeing we dare not but think that many of them are very con{cious people, although holding divers errors, 
Ms namely, they deny our Churches, our Minifters, our Baptifme and our Sabbath to be of Chrift, orto have any footing in his Word, as alfo to 
Be unlawful! co pay tithes to any Minifter of the Golpell: and indeed we cannot deny bur ehat they alwayes fhew themfelves very forward and 
BP to prove the truth of what they hold againft any Chriftian or Minifters, the which when fome of us have affayed to bring to paffe,inde- 
Beco bring their poore erring foules from their errours, the Minifters have all retufed, whereby if not prevented by the power which the good 
of providence hath committed to this honourable poort foules of thofe already gone aftray, are not oncly like to perifh, but 
Meany others are daily indanger to be led into the {ame ertour by chem,inafmuch as they are weak, and cannot an{wer them, and the Minifters either 
want of love will not, or becaufe itis the truth they hold,they dare not oppofe it. : | 
In confideration whereof your humble fuppliants intreat this honourable Aflembly, that forafmuch as they do acknowledge their willingneffe, 
Be would rejovee at an opportunity to manifett the things which they hold before you, or your godly Committee, either here or at Guild-Hall 
London. and are willing, asthey fay; through the {trength of God, although they be no fchoilers, yct if any of the moft grave Do@ors of the 
will oppofe chem betore you or your Commutee , they belceeve that God will inable them either to maniteft what they hold to be the truth 
BE God, orels to be willing thankfully to receive conviction, and thereupon to renounce any errour or errours they hold, andumbracethetruth, and — 
| nGice the fame withes. Wetherefore humbly-tatreat-you to call them. before you, and let them aniwer according totheir defice , that fo errour 
Mepiy tc abhorred, anderuch imbraced ina{much as they have de clared ro us in print, that they abhorre all errours which they have light co difcover, | 
Bp nuacly univei{li redemption, free-will, falling away, and all chings contrary to wholfome dodirine , whereof youmay further examine ehem. | 
BBAad further, forafnuch as chey, although erring trom us in jodgment, yet are forward helpers of the caule of God, and have both in goods and per- . 
Bis helped forward your defignes, and live peaceably with all men, and none of them chargeable, but generally helpfullto the common-wealth, 
BBs (eeing itis imposible for che rod to alter the judgment, butts oncly peculiar to the Word by the help of the Spirit to do that, and feeing God is 
~ BB jealous God, and will not loofe his prerogative , nor will have men pre{ume to judge con{cience, as he fers out almoft through the whole Chapter, 
fer stg. although one Judge quite contrary to another, as he inftanceth both in meats and dayes, and faith, that we fhall all appeare before the judge- . 
Bibecnt-feat of Chrift, and taith, He that aouctet h 1s damned if he eat : for whatfoever 6 not of faith fin: and fecing chat they chat ftand fo much to | 
Bae all broughe co one judgement, would be loath to be infotced to change their own judgements,nay they know they cannot doit, alchough they 
ould, tor man cainot change his owne, and much leffe ano. hers judgement, for that is 0: cly peculiar to God todo by his Word and Spirit. If 
fay, itis becaufe theirs isthe truth. Is not what every man judgeth truth, truth to him, as well as what they judge is to them? And is not what 
BP naa jadeeth unclean,unclean to him? Rom.14.14. Then remember the counfell of Chrift,namely Whatfoever ye would that men \bould do to you, de 
them, forthis isthe Law.and the Prophets. Then doas Gods Law commands, and his Prophets taught. Then webeleech youbenotpit- 
BB skers of others mens fins: for when any judge men for confcience by the power they had from you, God will look on you as the doers and main- 
BBGiners of it. Confider alfo how the prayers of all con{cious men will daily come tip before God, and cri¢ lowder againftthem that take away a 
& is prerogative and their liberty which he hath given them, which is as deare to con{cious men as their lives, then Abels bloud did againft Cain. A- 4 
Mpaine, what praife to God, and prayers, with true love to them which give to God his prerogative, aad to them their due, which he hath giventhe 
= namely iberty of contcience.  “Fhen we befeech you confider, that whereas David faith, Pfal.19.The Law of God is perfect, conv 4 
2B ccing the Word,not the rod is able to convince the judgment,and alter the fame, and fecing this honourable power hath pur down fome: alfepow- 
tT, We befcech you, let none rife againft God and his royall prerogative: then will wrath and ftripes flee away, and peace and Poy withjoyand 
will come in the soome thereof, Far when our wayes pleafe the Lord, bemakerh our enemies at peace with And feeing God hath put into 
may and, and reduced the truth, and the truths the more cleared, forthe glory God, the knowledge 


